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TWENTY years ago in New York
jwith a friend that the ten best

would be still sleeping at three
ther was not a matinee.

"I'll bet they've all been out on
said, "and will not come to the telej
To settle the wager, they tele-

phoned one F riday afternoon, with
the following results: All ten, word
came, were asleep and could not be
disturbed.
A few months ago the same ro

men, recalling their *ager, tried the
same experiment with the ten most
popular beauties et the 1921 stage in
New York. The results were differ-
ent. None of the ten were asleep.
Six were at their dancing master's;
two were shopping with their
mothers, and two were downtown
taking music lessons.
And there you hava la a nutshell

the differmoe between the chorus
girls of the last generation and apse
of the present day. The former
lived largely for a good time. The
latter are ambitious, studious and
businesslike. Let me tell you a

story which will illustrate the
chorus beauty's attitude in these
days of Stage-door Johnnyism.
JOHNNIES BROKE UP
OLD-TIME REHEARSALS.
One brisk winter morning some

fifteen or eighteen years ago, a cer-

tain theatrical manager walked into

his theater on Broadway, New York,
and campe pretty near to tearing his

hair at the sight which awaited him

on the dimly lighted stage. For

there. instead of the eight chorus
beauties who comprised his then fa-

mous dancing octette, was only one.

She was waiting patiently for the

manager and his director, both of
whom were a few minutes late.

'Where are the rest?" abked the

bewildered manager.
"Harry Thaw's come to town,"

the sole remaining beauty replied,
"and they've all gone off shopping
together!"

*"No, don't tell me they've gone
and done that again!" the distracted
manager wailed; "why! they prom-
ised they never would. How the
devil do they think we're going to
run off a show here if those cursed
stage door Johnnies keep break-
ing up rehearsals? Tell me. did he

take all seven of them?"
"yeg, sir; they all got in a big

machine and went off to Fifth Ave-

nue. Personally. I think i' getting
to be awful, sir."
The only reliable member of the

beauty octette wasn right; it was get-
ting to be awful. The manager
knew it too, and because he and
other managers knew it and came

to realise the vital importance of it
to the btage, a great revolution oc-

curred in the profession of beauty.
Irrom then on. the minister character
known popularly as the stage door
Johnny was doomed to a rapid ex-

tinction.
Now, lots of people do not know

that the Stage Door Johnny has

passed. They still associate with

chorus beauties the dashing figure
ef a wealthy young blood, clad in the
latest mode, bouquet In hand, waiting
eagerly at the rear or side entrance

et a theater. They take it for grant-
ed that chorus girls are a fast set,
never happy unless they are flying
off on some giddy joy ride to a gay
cafe where champagne Is secretly
uncerked and a general wild orgy
ensues.
This simply Is not true of the

modern chorus beauty. To hold such
a belief in unfair to an eminently re-

spectable, hardworking class of
American girlhood, and it in with
particular pleasure that I take this
opportunity to contmue any such ri-
dieulous notion.
The story of the passing of the

*iage rDone Johnny is alan the stor.y
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of the rise of the chorus beauty's
profession to the high standard of
dignity which it now enjoys. What
I tell you of a historical nature,
therefore, you will see has direct
connection with the popularity of
the very beautes who are now fa-
vorites on 1921'. stage.
STAGE DOOR JOHNNY
DEFINED BY CLASSES.
Come back with me fifteen years.

It was then that the gay Lotharios
hung thickest about the stage
doors of theaters all the way
across the land. It mattered not
where you took a show-Broad-
way or Hickville-the Johnnles al-
ways turned VP to greet the chorus
beauties of that day.
"What is a Stage Door Johnny

anyway?" some one asked me the
other day.
That Is almost as hard a ques-

tion to answer as:

"What is a man about town?" to

No Lonlger Can "Stage-Door
answer which, If you remember, to ex
0. Henry wrote a delightful short their
story. 'and I

Well, like the "man about town," Cou
the Stage Door Johnny was some- really
times & bounder, sometimes just lunch
a plain young fool. Some times from
he was an old fool and often he her Il
was downright vicious. The type enous
always Including a -sprinkling of clothe
millionaires who would get the dered
chorus beauties Into fearfully ex- with
travagant habits of living. The6 her
great majority of the rest had pee
much uftore money than brains and I
were of the kind' that pestered a those
girl most annoyingly with their grapt
silly attention, of h

CHIORUJS GIRLS WERE striki
ONLY FOR DECORATION4. could
You must remember that at this JOHIN

time the average chorus girl was WITI
of no more importance to the ac- Sor
tual ,performance of the play than girl<
parsley sprigs are to the enjoyment New
of a planked steak, They were She
decorations; nothing more. Mfany sort
of the lesu 'reputable of the man- first
ngers, it must be admitted, tolerat- tropol
ed the girls on their payrolls ideals
simply as a sort of advertising at- Sevei
$raction for this very class of Stage bagi
D~oor Johnny patronage to which I mone
have refet',ed. Indeed, some of M'al
them, it Is known, actually encour- ntries
aged fl~rtations and gay escapajks for
begun at the stage door-the gre~at three
wrong of which they could not to Ial
grasp until their pockethooks sub- know
sequently affected. fectii

I suppose that $25 a week, nat this
this particular time, was consid- snapt
er-ed a high salary. Not all girls ducer
got that. Theyw ...e ......-i.- was.
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in This Self-Respecting' ChorSCall-alary while rehearsing-en u

y and heard of thing twenty years ag
ayon WheN she goes on the road she

use of apt to be paid more than when in
re-door long "stand" in a single city. Ar

she is treated as a laborer worti
of her hire. Moreover, as I ha,
pointed out in a previous artici
the chorus beauty can add rapid

girl's to her salary.
rYork IGHER TYPE NOW HAS

dhrISPLACED FORMER BEAUT
lyhr Do not wender, then, that a ne

r and higher type of chorus beaul

~staur has come to displace the old sty
of kicking chorus girl, who wi

jos merely a garnishing tn the m
shops sical comedy dish. The betted- eiliving. entd. better-bred girl is continual!

entering the chorus a a profe
there- 31ion.
r dtay, For instartre, there is the beau'
nhas Lul Beatrice Milner, a Follies gl
Loneof wvhose early education was gaint
esta in one of those well-nigh ina

whch ressible seminaries for young woi
She en near London. She comen fro

hand- an l.nglhsh family prominent in
t,who (clety abroad. After her snehoolir
iround she broached to her parents i
ingto idea of entering upon a stai
-horus. career.
llthe They would not hear of it. I u
oho- derstand. But this is the day

hnny-e independence and self-reliance, a'
Miss Milner determined to folle

these out her natural inclination. 01
rcogni- day she left England, mailed I

SAmerica.. and was in New Yo1
iseo- city when I had the good fortune
has discover her. Struck with hi

Stage beauty. I engaged her on the spc
per. Tijen there is the case of Mi

om40 Mona South. a well-know1 beau
4 part of Droadway's chorus ajororit
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Miss South. too, ha that person-
ality4and grace born of a well-
developed social training. I am

told that she comes of a prominent,
Tennessee family of wealth and
social prestige.
In spite of her arduous stage

work-for the life of the chorus
beauty. as I have said repeatedly.
requires sealous perseverance to
her art-Misr South manages to
find time each winter to fly to
Palm Beach and rest a bit with
her society friends.
Also from the South is Miss

Janet Megrew. the Washington
society girl. As one of the "Butter-
fly Girls" in "Sally," she has 'won

her way to the admiration of manv
thousands.

DAYS OF THE "NOTE"
HAVE GONE FOREVER.

It is obvious that with girls of
this newer type of education,
btpeding and culture holding the

limelight, there can be no crude
stage door Johnny business around
the modern theater. The day of
addressing a note to "The Third
From the Right" or "Tite Tail
Blonde on the End" and expecting
it to reach a certain girl in the
chorus line is long since over.
Some people have thought that

we are unduly strict about this sort
of thing. Some think that after
the chorus beauties leave the

stage it is none of the theatrical
manager's business whether they
meet a millionaire's son for din-
ner or go home with their girl
chums. Nevertheless, I have never

tolerated and never will permit
anyone to loiter near the stage
entrance of the theaters where our

performances are taking place.
We want none of the stage door

Johnny-not even the guileless-
looking college boy type. The new

profession of beauty is a serious,
business-like profession. We pay
girls well and we expect from them
strict attention to the business of

providing the public with artistic
entertainment. For frivolity we

have no use. My stage-door at-

'usof Modern Day Beauties.
n-tendants have strict orders to al-
o.low nobody near the stage entrance
iswho has not some earnest business

a in connection with the show.
id I will go farther and say this:
iy In twenty-five years of theatrical
reproduction I have never permitted
e,any man not a journalist to go
ly"backstage' during a performance.

I feel so strongly upon this matter
of non-interference with our em-

Sployes that I have frequently de-
clined to allow even my personal

wfriend. to witness a performance
~from the wings. I can recall.

e moreover. only a very few journal-
Llit to whom this privilege has

Ibeen extended, and then it has
been granted Igat they might ob-
serve the technical phase of the

s- conducting of a modern 'kevue.
In spite of the strictness of the

modern stage manager, however,
rlthe public itill hold. ridiculously

antiquated opinions about chorus
e-beauties and stago door Johnnles.
mI regret to say that I am reminded
very often of the narro-v minded-
ness of many of my fellow Ameri-
cans when our companies go on tho
road. A large vlass of people still
cling to the belief that any girl-
no matter how well behaved ahe

n-may be or how sterling a character
she may appear-must be shunned

wIf she has been in a chorus.
It has hbeen the unfortunate ex-

wperience- of some of the smaller mu-

rksical comedy companies, I under-

t.stand, to find certain cities on their

erroad itineraries devoid of hotel ac-

it.commodations. To lodge the chorus

qebeauties overnight it has been nec-
tyessary. therefore, to seek accommo-

ation. In boarding houses, and. In
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cases of emegency, such as the
holding of a convention In the city,
to apply even at private houe
What have been the results? In

many cases the namre emtlaon of
"chorus girls" has ceaused the door
to be slammed In the tweo of the
questioner. It has taken a detaged
house-to-house anvass to asure
lodgings for perfectly reputable
young women who are I' every way
as .fit to mingle In, reseetabe so-
elety as any other women who work
for a living.
BIGOTRY NOT CONFINED
SOLELY TO SMALL TOWN.

I must confess that this puritani-
cal bigotry is not confined to the
small towns or even to the cities out-
side of New York. One of the most
unjust attitudes ever taken toward
chorus beauties was displayed only
recently by a Brooklyn landlady in
whose boarding house a well-known
New York show girl had been living
with her invalid mother for several
months.
By some remarkable freak of na-

ture the landlady had failed to ask
this beauty where she was employ .

The girl, very businesslike and dig-
nified, had kept to her own affairs
like the perfect lady that she Is and
had never mentioned the fact that
she was connected with a theater in
any capacity. She left the house
every day at noon and did not return
till midnight, minding her own busi-
ness and devoting herself to waiting
on her mother when she was home.

It happened that one day the
beauty's mother was confined to her
room with some slight ailment and
required assistance in taking her
medicine. In a quandary, the girl
turned to the landlady:
"Would you mind looking in on

mother at b and at 10 tonight?" she
asked, and then added her explana-
tion:

"I may be late in leaving the the-
ater tonight."
"The theater, did you say?"

queried the landlady in icy tones.
"Why do you go to the theater
when your mother is ill?"
"Why, I'm not going to see a

show," laughed the girl, "of course
I wouldn't go if I didn't have to.
But, you see, I'm in the show. I'm
in the chorus."
The landlady's face registered an

expression of prim horror and the
girl fled from the house fearfully
upset. Upon her return that eve-
ning she -found pinned to her door
a note which only too clearly con-
firmed her suspicions.
"You have been staying in this

house under false pretenses," was
the message of this woman who
lives in the twentieth century, "and
I shall have to have your room at
the end of the week.'
SOCIETY GIRLS ENTER
IN THE COMPETITION.

I will tell you another reason why
the stagedoor Johnny pased as rsp-
idly as he didand why, accordingly,
the dignity of the chorus beauty's
profession has risen to its present
generally accepted heighta-Broik-
lyn landladies and "Main Street'."
lodging houses notwithstanding.
Long ago the great rival for the at-
tention of a stagedoor Johnny-the
smart society girl-began to worry
about Johnny spending so much of
his timpe with the old-time chorus
beauties.
The&ociety girl, in New York, Chi-

cago, San Ferancisco and every city
in between, deliberately set out to
study the reasons for the chorus
beautie' popularity. She found that
it attracted this type of men to be
ray, and the more daring society
girls thereupon began to grow less
conventional.
They began to smoke. They took

to the cocktail. They took up eager-
ly the latest dan~e indiscretioons from
l'aris. They showe4 their pique at
chorus beauties in the very out of
their clothes. So that today what is
the result?
Nowadays, as everyone knoirs, the

society girl sometimes is "faster,"
more sophisticated, infinitely more
earing than her sister on the stage.
No, the stagedoor Johnny has long

since departed from the theatrical
worlid, and if he survives at all-as
some people affirm is likely-he
must be reincarnated in the form of
the gay young blood who hangs on
at our wealthy country houses,
sporting clube and dances of the
rich. For I am sure that this en-
tleman does no longer seek the fa'vor
of the chorus beauty.

How do chorus beauties dietate
testyles to modish Amerisa
How did the extreme short skirt

originate?
Who starts the freek fade flke the

snie bracelet and the ewagger stick
for girls?
These and many other quetons

will be answered in Mr. Mlgfl's
ed ar-ti--ic, entitled "How Seuty
Sets the Styles"-e discussion which

* wi" he of particular interest to
women. It will aper In next Sun'
day's Washington Tie.


